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Dr. Shannon Risk has been teaching in the Department of History at Niagara  

University since 2009. She focuses on the U.S. progressive era, the 1920s, the Great 

Depression and New Deal, U.S. women’s history, Canadian history, and public his-

tory. She earned her Ph.D. and M.A. degrees in history at the University of Maine, 

and her B.A. in history at the University of Northern Iowa, and completed a gradu-

ate concentration in women’s studies during her PhD program. She also worked for 

a decade as a museum professional in New York, Texas, and California. She was a 

Canadian Fulbright Fellow in 2008-2009. She was inducted into the New York 

Academy of History in 2018, and has been recognized for her service work at Niag-

ara University. She researches and publishes about U.S. and Canadian women,  

specializing in biography. Her book, The Life and Times of Elizabeth Upham Yates: 

Crusader for Women’s Suffrage, Temperance, and Missionary Work, was published 

in 2023. She is currently working on a manuscript about the life of Maine woman 

Louisa Dow Benton, disability, and survival in the late nineteenth-century United 

States. 


