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National Anthems

The Star-Spangled Banner

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hail’d at the twlights last gleaming,

Whose broad stripes and bright stars
through the perilous fight

O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming?
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night
that our flag was still there.

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free

and the home of the brave?

Francis Scott Key

O Canada

O Canada! Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all of us command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,

The true north strong and free!
From far and wide

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

Weir and Lavallee
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The Mace
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The Mace
Since the Middle Ages, the ceremonial mace has been a symbol of authority at royal, 
ecclesiastical and academic convocations. The Niagara University mace consists of 
a rounded teakwood column with a sterling silver band bearing four medallions that 
symbolize the history and legacy of the university and the Congregation of the Mission. 
The teakwood crown represents the world, surrounding a silver cross, and topped with 
a deep purple amethyst. The mace was created in 1970 by Wesley F. Brett, professor 
of design at Buffalo State College. The silver work was executed by local artist David 
Anderson. The mace continues to be used at all solemn convocations of the university.

FIRST MEDALLION: The University Seal
This artistic interpretation of the university seal portrays an eagle, indicating the location 
of the university on Monteagle Ridge. The eagle is emblazoned with the figure of a heart, 
symbol of Saint Vincent de Paul, and its talons clasp a scroll, symbolizing scholarship. The 
eagle rests on a series of columns, representing a strong foundation. At the center of the 
shield is a crown, symbolic of leadership. Angel wings surround a diamond shape called 
a “lozenge,” a heraldic representation of women and a recognition of the university as a 
co-educational institution. The crescent within the lozenge is symbolic of enlightenment 
and glory. The cross on the right side characterizes the strength of the Catholic intellectual 
tradition.

SECOND MEDALLION: The Shield of Mary
Acknowledging the original name of Niagara University as the Seminary of Our Lady of 
Angels, this shield portrays Mary with her arms extended, palms up, standing upon the 
world. To the right, a small tree of life, offering its fruit to humankind.

THIRD MEDALLION: Niagara Falls
The stylized image of the great cataract can also be seen as a tribute to generations of 
Niagara University graduates, who have carved their individual paths from Monteagle 
Ridge across the state and the world.

FOURTH MEDALLION: The Congregation of the Mission
An homage to the Vincentian tradition and legacy, this image portrays Christ standing 
upon the world. To the left, a constellation representing the mysteries in the universe 
that are yet to be explored. The motto of the Congregation of the Mission, translated 
from Latin, means “I was sent to evangelize the poor.”
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Graduate Commencement
Thursday, May 15, 2025

7 p.m. | Artpark | Lewiston, N.Y.

Presiding
Rev. James J. Maher, C.M., D.Min.

President

Master of Ceremonies
Jamie Carr, Ph.D.

Associate Provost | English Professor

Program

Processional
Pomp and Circumstance

National Anthems
O Canada

Performed by Lauren Farrow, ’25

The Star-Spangled Banner
Performed by Jamarion Evans, ’25

Invocation
Rev. Joseph G. Hubbert, C.M., Ph.D.

University Chaplain

Land Acknowledgment
Maritza Branker, Ph.D.

Faculty Mission Director

Conferring of Honorary Degree



Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Christopher H. Wiggins

Address to Graduates
Christopher H. Wiggins

Conferring of Degrees

Remarks
Rev. James J. Maher, C.M., D.Min.

Recessional

• If you need assistance, please see an usher for accommodations. •
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Commencement Speaker

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Christopher H. Wiggins

Chris Wiggins is widely recognized as one of a small group of data scientists who stand 
at the forefront of digital transformation in the United States. He has been chief data 
scientist at The New York Times since 2014 and is a founding member of the executive 
committee of the Data Science Institute at Columbia University and an associate 
professor in Columbia’s Departments of Applied Physics and Applied Mathematics. 

Wiggins has been a pioneer in explaining and exploiting how data science has embraced 
the effects of rapid change in the way that society consumes information and, as an 
affiliated member of the Health Analytics Center at the Columbia University Medical 
Center, he has written extensively on the power of data-driven methods to improve 
the health of individuals and the healthcare system itself. 

Wiggins is the co–author of “Data Science in Context: Foundations, Challenges, and 
Opportunities,” one of the best- known and widely-used data science textbooks in 
the country; and “How Data Happened: A History from the Age of Reason to the 
Age of Algorithms,” which has become required reading for those seeking a broad 
understanding of the role of computational skills in shaping human society. 

Wiggins earned a bachelor’s degree in physics from Columbia in 1993 and Ph.D. in 
physics from Princeton in 1999. His numerous honors and awards reflect his proficiency 
and distinction as a team leader, teacher, and researcher.
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Candidates for Degrees

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN LEADERSHIP AND POLICY

Lila Awad Alshehri
B.S., King Khalid University
M.S.Ed., Nazareth University

Dissertation: Unveiling Insights into Motivations of 
Custodians in the Janitorial Industry at Al-Masjid 
Al-Haram

Dissertation Chair: Dr. David Veres

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Asma Ahmed
Dr. Yonghong Tong

Roselle Christine Aranha
B.Sc., University of Mumbai
B.Ed., University of Mumbai
M.Ed., SNDT University
M.B.A., NMIMS University
Ph.D., University of Mumbai

Dissertation: Leadership in Practice: Teacher-Led 
Action Research Projects on Authentic Assessment for 
Deeper Student Learning

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lori V. Quigley

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Karen Poland
Dr. Caitlin Riegel

Matthew Aslett
B.C., Queen’s University
BPS.Ed., Niagara University
M.S., Queen’s University

Dissertation: An Examination of Mentorship to 
Incentivize and Develop School Leaders in Ontario 
Education

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Roberto Leone

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Carol Doyle-Jones
Dr. Sushma Marwaha
Dr. John McKenna

Melanie A. Conley
B.S., Canisius College
M.S.Ed., SUNY Brockport
C.A.S., SUNY Brockport

Dissertation: Contemporary Issues with New York 
State Public Education Healthcare Consortia: A 
Qualitative Analysis

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Walter S. Polka

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. John McKenna
Dr. Yonghong Tong

Esperance Marie Chantal Gatore
B.A., Valencia
M.A., Valencia

Dissertation: Burundi’s Inability to Attain Lasting Peace: 
A Phenomenological Analysis of Underlying Factors

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lori V. Quigley

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Henrik Borgstrom
Dr. David Reilly

Joni E. Jean
B.A., University of Waterloo
B.Ed., Brock University
M.I.S., University of Toronto

Dissertation: Trying to Thrive in the Middle: A 
Phenomenological Study Examining Necessary Supports 
Leading to the Retention and Success of Middle-Level 
Managers in Publicly Assisted Ontario Colleges

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Walter S. Polka

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Debbie McCleary
Dr. Lori V. Quigley



Lori Roberts Jonas
B.S.Ed., East Carolina University
M.S.Ed., Buffalo State College
C.A.S., Canisius College

Dissertation: Principal Preparation Programs in the 
State of New York: Are Existing Programs Effectively 
Preparing Future School Leaders for the Realities of 
Present-Day School Leadership Demands?

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lori V. Quigley

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Jeffrey Faunce
Dr. John McKenna

Sharon Singh
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University
M.S.Ed., Niagara University

Dissertation: Mental Health, Adverse Childhood 
Experiences, and Teacher Training: A Mixed 
Methods Study

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Walter S. Polka

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Sushma Marwaha
Dr. John McKenna

Kalman Szegvary
B.F.A., York University
M.F.A., Hollins University

Dissertation: Evaluating the Effectiveness of Film 
Mentorship with a Higher Education, Film School 
Program: An Explanatory Sequential Mixed-Methods, 
Grounded Theory Study

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Roberto Leone

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Rachel Rossi
Dr. Laurel Schollen
Dr. Thomas Sheeran

Monica VanHusen
B.A., Buffalo State College
M.S.Ed., Niagara University
M.S.Ed.Adm., College of William and Mary

Dissertation: Digital Integration in Virginia Classrooms: 
Assessing the ITRTs’ Implementation of the Virginia 
Department of Education Instructional Technology 
Best Practices

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Roberto Leone

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. John McKenna
Dr. Caitlin Riegel

Naif A. Zurqi
B.S., Taif University
M.B.A., Niagara University

Dissertation: Artificial Intelligence Powered Customer 
Experience Effects on Consumer’s Co-creation, 
Bonding, and Identification in the Retail Industry with 
a Focus on Subscription-Box Services

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Walter S. Polka

Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Paul Richardson
Dr. Michael Smith



THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

GRADUATE DIVISION

MASTER OF ARTS
Interdisciplinary Studies

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Criminal Justice Administration

Sim J. Covington Jr. 
B.A., University at Albany

Shayna Rae Myshrall
B.A., Niagara University
Capstone: Title IX Perceptions and Compliance in 
Athletics: A Case Study at Niagara University

Braedon J. Anderson
B.S., Niagara University	

Mayra Casillas
B.A., Niagara University	
B.S., Houghton College
Thesis: Juveniles and The Death Penalty: Are They 
Really “The Worst of The Worst”?	

Jennifer A. Diez
B.S., Niagara University	
Thesis: Volunteering for the Death Penalty	

Haley Renee Hammonds
B.S., Niagara University	
Thesis: Isolation and Suffering: The Profound Negative 
Outcomes of Solitary Confinement on Incarcerated 
Individuals	

Jordan Marie Heburn
B.S., Niagara University	
Thesis: Rethinking Reform; The Influence of New York 
Bail Reform on Domestic Violence Cases – A Victim 
Advocate’s Perspective		

Caroline Genesis Lebron
B.S., Niagara University

Lorenne B. Love-Jansen
B.S., Niagara University
A.S., Erie Community College
Thesis: An Empirical Evaluation of the Failure of the 
Strickland Standard to Ensure Adequate Counsel 
to Defendants with Mental Disabilities Facing the 
Death Penalty

Elizabeth Marcella Morris
B.S., Niagara University

Brianna M. Thurston
B.S., Niagara University
Thesis: 	An Examination of Successful Atkins 
Claims in State Courts

Alexis Marie Young
B.S., Niagara University



MASTER OF SCIENCE
Information Security and Digital Forensics

Gregory James Casey
B.S., Niagara University
A.S., Onondaga Community College	

Jarrett M. Fiske
B.S., American International College

Mohamed Turay
M.S., University of Roehampton

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

GRADUATE DIVISION

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Ciara C. Barone	
B.A., Providence College

Morgan E. Barone
B.A., University at Buffalo

Eric Charles Bedell
B.A., SUNY Oneonta

Ariana Bondi
B.S., Niagara University

Madeline Jane Broderick
B.S., Niagara University

Lindsey	Canfield
B.A., Alfred University	
M.S.Ed., Alfred University

Danielle A. Conlan
B.A., Niagara University

MacKenzie J. Cummings
B.A., SUNY - Empire State University

Darrell Dadzie
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State

Raquel Davis 
B.A., Gwynedd-Mercy College

Natalie Demian
B.S., Aquinas College

Valerie Denis
B.A., Canisius College of Buffalo

Serafina Diamond
B.A., SUNY - Empire State University

Rachel I. Dixon
B.A., Niagara University

Samantha A. Dugan
B.A., University at Buffalo

Ashley A. Evans
B.S., University at Buffalo

Erin Figiel
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State

Tara Lyndsay Fleming
B.A., Niagara University

McKenna Garrasi
B.A., D’Youville College

Katherine Z. Gierschke
B.A., University at Buffalo

Angela Rose Gilliam
B.A., Niagara University

MacKenzie L. Gordon
B.S., Medaille University

Alexis L. Grawe
B.S., Medaille College



Lisa Greene
B.A., University at Buffalo

Ashlyn Harvey
B.A., SUNY Geneseo

Yolanda Haynes	
B.A., SUNY - Old Westbury

Nickolus Highland
B.S., Southern Nazareth University

Kymberly Venditti Higley
B.S. Buffalo State University

Taylor Hollock
B.A., Medaille College

Eden Hunt
B.S., University at Buffalo

Adiba Kahn
Eng.AS., University at Buffalo

Britney L. Karam	
B.A., Medaille College

Christine C. Kerr
B.AS., University of Guelph

Anna Khayyat
B.A., Texas State University

Nicholas Lakhan
B.A., SUNY – Oswego

Natalie A. Lathrop
B.S., University at Buffalo

Michael Joseph Luero
B.A., University at Buffalo

Kathryn E. MacKenzie
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State

Janaí McKenzie
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State

Aubrey Hazel Maghran
B.A., University at Buffalo

Brooklyn Alanna Majtyka
B.A., Niagara University

Jillian A. Medina

Cheyenne A. Merry
B. Tech., SUNY Canton
M.A., Liberty University	

Tara N. Meyer
B.A., SUNY Oswego

Anastasia Rose Mohilewsky
B.A., Niagara University

Ermine D. Mondesir-Macchia	
B.S., Touro College

Dahveed Y. Muhammad
B.F.A., Daemen College

Judith Nicolas
B.S., Touro College

Emily M. Nola
B.A., Medaille College

Caitlin E. Nowakowski
B.S., SUNY Geneseo

Ifeoma C. Onyenwena
B.S., College of Staten Island

Sarah Park
B.S., The Ohio State University

Isabelle B. Perez
BS.HHS., The University of Tennessee

Zachary W. Perkins
B.A., Houghton College

Christian Dominic Perno
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State University

Rachel V. Por
B.A., Niagara University

Casey Lynn Roman
B.A., Niagara University

Andrea R. Row
B.A., Medaille College

Brandon Sadlier	
B.S., St. John Fisher College

Sharese L. Saleh
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State

Marissa G. Schuey
B.A., Niagara University

Averey B. Simmons
B.A., University at Buffalo

Dyjanique Sommerville
B.A., Medaille College



MASTER OF SCIENCE AND PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMA
School Psychology

Samantha J. Bertran
B.A., D’Youville College

Danielle Marie Dietrick
B.S., Canisius University

Christopher J. Manfre
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State University

Naoise McCarthy
B.A., University at Buffalo
B.A., SUNY Geneseo

Casey McIntosh
B.A., Allegheny College

Kylie L. McMahon
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State

Jack Raymond Nadrowski
B.S., Niagara University

Brigit M. Reilly
B.S., Canisius University

Ashley Michelle Romano
B.A., SUNY Geneseo

Megan E. Rutkowski
B.FA., University at Buffalo
M.A., Antioch University McGregor

Jonathan A Sandstrom
B.S., John Carroll University

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
School Counseling

Goldie N. Burton
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State University

Mia Nichelle Crumpton
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State

Emily Rose Gadawski
B.A., Niagara University

Alexandra Rose Harvey
B.A., SUNY Fredonia

Dominic M. Jamgochian
B.A., SUNY Empire State University

Andrea Joan Johnson
B.A., Niagara University

Alyssa H. Townsend
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State

Constantino L. Tober
B.A., Medaille College

Alan D. Tomaski	
B.A., Medaille College	

Jenna D. Vanderbogart
B.A., University at Albany

Marlenny Vargas
B.S., University of Phoenix

Carly Melissa Wedler
B.A., Niagara University	
B.S., Niagara University

Renee E. Wolverton
B.S., Capella University

Victoria M. Woodward	
B.A., University of Arizona

Lauren E. Yox
B.A., Medaille College

Shawn Zima
B.A., SUNY Oswego

Nicole Ziolkowski
B.A., Niagara University



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
School Building/District Leader

Chelsea C. Elledge
M.S.Ed., The Canisius College of Buffalo

Amanda N. Emmons
M.S.Ed., Niagara University

Nicole L. Keefer
B.S., Mansfield University
M.Ed., Mansfield University

Anitra Lauro
M.S., Full Sail University

Kristen Phillips
B.S., College of Saint Rose

Eric T. Spanbauer
BBA., Emmanuel College
M.S.Ed., Niagara University

Alexandra Meghan Tomkins
M.S., School of Health Sciences Touro University 
B.S., Long Island University
M.S.Ed., Niagara University

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Literacy Instruction, B-6 and 5-12

Amanda Maria Ackley
B.A., Niagara University

Madelyn G. Austin
B.A., Niagara University

Jordan Paul Dunbrook
B.A., Niagara University

Catherine Rose Faturos
B.A., Niagara University

Caterina Marie Grande
B.A., Niagara University

Lovell L. Lee
B.A., Niagara University

Alexandra Laurae Moore
B.A., Niagara University

Madison E. Townsend
B.A., Niagara University

Angelina Rose Marie Vona
B.A., Niagara University

Jenna C. Wagoner
B.A., Niagara University

Samantha M. Waryk
B.A., Niagara University

Lauren E. Young
B.A., Niagara University

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Early Childhood/Special Education, B-2, and Special Education, 1-6 and 7-12

Amalia Rose Bridson
B.A., Niagara University

Caleigh A. Emerson
B.S., SUNY New Paltz

Brooke J. Fillmore
B.S., SUNY Oswego

Madison Herman
B.A., Niagara University

Jillian Marie Jeziorski
B.S., Medaille College

Meghan R. McMurray
B.A., Niagara University

Kathryn L. Mellerski
B.A., Niagara University

Morgan Morehouse
B.A., Niagara University



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages, Prek-12

Jessica Rae Cristiano
B.A., Niagara University

Anh Phan Van Dang
B.A., Niagara University

Jaime Pero-Pietrangeli
MS.Ed., Niagara University
B.A., Niagara University

Shana Saqibo
B.S., Miami University

Yanbo Wu
B.A., Communication University of Zhejiang

Laura M. O’Brien
B.A., Niagara University

Benjamin K. Pelton 
B.A., Siena College

Rachel Phelps
B.A., Elmira College

Gabrielle Elizabeth Schwartzott
B.A., Niagara University

Kelsey L. Sciandra
B.A., Niagara University

Alexis Sandra Verrall
B.A., Niagara University

Andrea J. Visca
B.A., Niagara University

Myranda Suzanne Walker
B.A., Niagara University

Abbigail M. Woolcott
B.S., SUNY Fredonia

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Early Childhood and Childhood Education, B-6

Rafaela	 Abraham
B.A., York University

Vittoria M. Addario
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Jasmine M. Agnew
B.A., Laurentian University

Ashley L. Alden
B.A.S., Humber College

Emma Annett
B.A., University of Guelph

Alicia M. Aouita
B.A., Athabasca University

Selena Augustine
B.EC., Sheridan College

Nicole Lilly Badzioch 
B.S., McMaster University
M.E., Brock University

Nancy A. Banman
B.AS., University of Guelph

Jelkica Banovic
B.A., University of Waterloo

Michael Baschiera
B.A., York University

Elizabeth A. Beckner
B.A., University of Waterloo

Victoria R Belovich
B.A., Iona College



Claudia 	Bertrand
B.S., University of Guelph
M.S., University of Guelph

Emily V. Beynon
B.S., University of Guelph

Evelyn A. Bianchin
B.S. PHE., Nipissing University

Hayley A. Bilyk
B.A., University of Guelph

Liam Boeyenga
B.SP., Brock University

Jillian A. Boyd
B.PA.HE., Algonquin College

Madison R. Bozanis
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Breanna Bravo
B.A., Brock University

Jaymie G. Burke
B.A., University of Guelph

Luke Buttery
B.S., University of the West of England
M.S., University of the West of England

Summer R. Byrd
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State

Alexis Marie Cabral Stuckless
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University

Jennifer	 Cannavicci
B.A., York University

Eden B. Capitano
B.A., University of Guelph

Tia N. Cappella
B.A., Brock University

Sabrina L. Caruso
B.AS., University of Guelph

Deborah Ann Ceres
B.E., University of Guyana

Kailee M. Cherewka
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Maria Chronopoulos
B.C., Ryerson University

Christopher R. Ciatti
B.A., Dakota Wesleyan University

Jennifer V. Cook-Mabel
B.A., McMaster University

Nicholas Dacunha
B.J., Toronto Metropolitan University

Kobe A. Daddazio
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University

Vivian Dadlani
B.S., University of Toronto

Bryce C. Danovskis
B.A., The College of Wooster

Joshua D. Davison
B.A, Athabasca University

Michael Deangelis
B.BA., Brock University

Tierney 	Dekker
B.A., Loyola University New Orleans

Sheryl Dineen
B.S., University of Waterloo
M.S.W., University of Western Ontario

Francesca Di Paolo
B.A., Laurentian University

Grace L. Domingo
B.ELP, Conestoga College

Hannah Irene Dompkowski
B.A., SUNY Fredonia

Jennifer R. Dryden
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University

Jessica Dunbar
B.PA., Athabasca University

Erica Lynn Dutra
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Sherry L. Eacrett	
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Amanda Ellens
B.A., Redeemer University College

Catherine A Elliott
BA.CYC., Humber College

Katherine M England
B.EC., Brock University



Jenet M. Farrah
B.A., Laurentian University

Kathleen D. Ferguson
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Jenny-Lyn Fields
B.SS., University of Ottawa

Peter R. Fletcher
B.A., University of New Brunswick

James Matthew Fleuriet Jr.
B.A&S., Dallas Baptist University

Jaclyn M. Foulis
B.A., Niagara University

Brianna Gallant
B.AS., University of Guelph

Tracy L. Gecas
B.RE, Emmanuel Bible College

Alexia Giachini
B.EC., Seneca Polytechnic

Nikki Gibb	
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Nadine Gichuru
B.A., Brock University

Avineet Gill
B.A., York University

Olivia Elizabeth Dillane Gillespie	
B.A., Ryerson University

Veronica Lynn Gillett
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University

Helen Girardo
B.A., York University

Megan L. Gray
B.EC., Fanshawe College

Mily A. Guzman
B.A., Laurentian University

Alyssa V. Hainey
B.AS., University of Guelph

Passant A. Hamed
BBA, Ain Shams University

Antonio A. Hecimovic
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Zahin A. Hossain
B.A., Brac – Bangladesh

Autumn Jane Elizabeth Howell
B.AS., University of Guelph

Julia Rose Irene Hutton
B.A., Brock University

Emilie H. Hyde
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Jaime-Lyn C. Ilic
B.AS., University of Guelph

Judith L. Jacques
B.A., University of Toronto

Sehar Jamal	
B.EC., Sheridan College

Madison E. Jessop
B.A., Brock University

Sakthiha Jeyendran
BBA., Brock University

Holly J. Johnson	
B.A., Brock University

Heather A. Johnson	
B.A., University of Waterloo

Amanda K. Johnson
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Victoria A. Johnson
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Elizabeth R. Kish
B.A., Brock University

Aimee V. Kreuzer
B.A., Lakehead University

Sydney S. Kustermans
B.A., University of Guelph

Victoria A. Kuzminski Cunningham
B.A., University of Waterloo

Kylie Rae Langan
B.AS., University of Guelph

Christine N. Lapp
B.RLS., Brock University

Sandra Caroline Leach
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University	



Patrick Lepore
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Jennifer L. Little	
B.CA., Yorkville University

Nirosha Logaratnam	
B.A., York University

Mariah N. Lootsma
B.A., Brock University

Ava Kathleen Lynch
B.A., University at Buffalo

Stephanie Marie MacKenzie
BBA., Bryant Stratton Business Institute

Meryn K. McCann
B.A., University of Georgia

Elizabeth A. McKay
B.ELP, Conestoga College

Amaninder Kaur Mann
B.A., Kurukshetra University

Darcie Mashinter
B.A., Tyndale Univ College & Seminary

Victoria Mason
B.A., University of Toronto

Danielle C. Matthews
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University

Mayla T. Mayer
B.AS., University of Guelph

Elias Mensah
B.A., Southwest Minnesota State University

Meghan A. Mills
BAA., University of Guelph

Amanda Mogk
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Jennifer C. Mohan
B.S.W., University of Manitoba

Sehrish S. Moosa
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University

Lukas Mrkalj
B.S., University of Guelph

Jonathan H. Nelson
B.A., University of Guelph

Lynsey Leta Norrie
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Rochelle Shaye O’Connor
B.A., University of Windsor

Emily Off-Barons
B.A., Brock University
M.Ed., Nipissing University

Bradly Stephen Pagendam
B.A., Brock University

Jordan T. Parkinson
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Charlea R. Pedersen
B.S., St Lawrence University

Laura A. Pellegrini
B.J., Ryerson University

Winnie Phuong
B.S.S., University of Ottawa

Lisa A. Pinter
B.A., University of Waterloo

Diana Pito
B.A.S., West Humber Collegiate Institute

Renata Quattrociocchi
B.A., York University
MS.Ed., Queens University

Uma Raghav
B.A., University of Delhi

Jocelynn P. Robitaille
B.ED., Brock University

Sophie A. Roy
B.A., Queens University

Pamela R. Salley
B.A., University of Toronto

Samantha S. Salonia
B.AS., University of Guelph

Jade D. Scapillato
B.A., Brock University

Amber Schryer
B.A., Brock University

Ashley E. Shier
B.A., Ryerson University



Sabrina K. Skalecki
B.A., Brock University

Jamie T. Slack
B.A., Brock University

Kara Smejkal
B.A., Western University

Aimee L. Smith
B.A.S., University of Guelph

Natasha Solarova
B.A., Toronto Metropolitan University

Christian Solis
B.A., Ryerson University

Vyshnave Sritharan
B.A., Ryerson University

Ashley L. Stephens
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Cassandra R. Stephenson
B.AS., University of Guelph

Ariana B. Stevenson
B.S., University of Toronto

Mallory Stodolka
B.S., SUNY Buffalo State

Carley E. Superka
B.A., Brock University

James C. Swift
B.A., Brock University

Donna Lynn Symanczyk
B.A.A., Ryerson University

Rei Jessica Flores Tayag
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Clare M. Theriault
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Lakshika Thivakar
B.A.S., University of Guelph

Gemma N. Thompson
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Nohara 	Toma
B.EC., Brock University

Cathleen Toth
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Lindsey N. Travers
B.A., Niagara University

Catherine M. Trinder
B.A., Carleton University

Nicole Turczyniak
B.A., University of Guelph

Sarah Turner
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Jenna M. Tutty
B.A., Brock University

Mario K. Vela-Martinez
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Kailey R. Whelan
B.S., Medaille College

Elizabeth Wiese
B.A., University of Western Ontario

Mary E. Wigle
B.EC., Brock University

Jaclyn Williams
B.A.S., University of Guelph

Zainab Zahra
B.HRM., University of Central Punjab
M.B.A., University of Central Punjab



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Middle Childhood and Adolescence Education, 5-12

Sarah Abbas
B.S., University of Toronto 
M.ED., University of Western Ontario

John Christopher Barron-Sluga
B.A., Allegheny College

Owen J. Bjorgan
B.S., University of Guelph

Olivia Buchanan
B.S., Wilfrid Laurier University

Sebastian S. Burgi
B.A., University of Victoria

Helene Burmeister
B.A., York University

Hannah M. Carrick
B.S., Medaille College

Owen Casey
B.A., University at Buffalo

Joseph W. Cassidy
B.A., Trent University

Kayla L. Charrois
B.A., Brock University

Hailey R. Cummings
B.S., Queen’s University

Joshua B. De Jesus
B.S., Univerity of Toronto

Kevin J. Degruijter
B.B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Alessia N. Demichele
B.S., York University

Michael	 C Di Tomasso
B.A., Brock University	

Laura L Didomenico
B.S., Brock University

Aneta Dimovska
B.S., University of Toronto

Sara Elmi
B.A., York University

Abbigail F. England
B.S., Bryant University 
M.B.A., Bryant University

Morgan G. Faery
B.A., Le Moyne College

Bethany Fernick
B.A., University of Waterloo

James A. Filippelli
B.S., D’Youville College

Joshua W. Fraser
B.A., University of Guelph

Jesse Y. Fujii
B.S., Brock University

Michael F. Gentile
B.CM., Humber College

Dana M. Gheorghiu
B.A., University of Waterloo

Ignatius P. Golombek
B.S., D’Youville University
M.B.A., D’Youville University

Gareth Adam Haigh
B.S., Cleveland State University

Ryan M. Haigh
B.S., Cleveland State University

Amelia Marie Leona Harkins
B.A., University of Western Ontario
MLIS, University of Western Ontario

Nicholas D. Harper
B.ENG.,University of Guelph

Arooba	 Haseeb
BBA, Institute of Business Management-Pakistan

Loretta Higgins
B.S., University of Guelph
M.S., University of Guelph

Elizabeth Hiscock
B.A., University of Guelph
M.A., Universidad de San Antonio

Nicholas Hlywa
B.S., University at Buffalo
B.A., University at Buffalo



Dexter X. Hoch-Bullen
B.A., Brock University

Alasdair W. Hutchinson
B.S., Wilfrid Laurier University

Nishara Jeyarajan
B.S., Brock University	

Keagha	 R. Keracher
B.A., Niagara University

Tadeus Peter-Antonio Krupa
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State

Connor T. Landry
B.S., Brock University

Jacob Q. Lemke
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State

Bobby J. Lewis
B.A., York University

Clifford 	Lloyd
B.A., McMaster University

Lucas J. Locke
B.A., York University		

Sabrina Nicole Majkic
B.S., Wilfrid Laurier University

Bryce K. Masterman
B.S., McMaster University

Ashley E. Mergl
B.S., Brock University

Melissa L. Meszaros
B.A., McMaster University

Olivia Mete
B.S., Franciscan University of Steubenville	

Thea Milanetti
B.S., Dalhousie University

Samantha L. Miller
B.S., St. Peters College

Joshua G. Mosley
B.A., Queens University	
M.A., Queens University

Ohimai C. Musa
B.Eng., Ontario Tech University 
M.D., Canada Christian College

Dylan Nash
BBA., University of Windsor

Claudia Ogorek	
B.S., McMaster University

Sydney Rea Paulson
B.A., York University

Mark W. Preston
B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University 
M.A., Wilfrid Laurier University

Allison H. Prinzen
B.S., University of Ottawa

Brandon M. Putman
B.S., Trent University

Nohelys Reyes
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State

Warren	 J. Ricketts
B.A., York University

Melanie U. Ruszczyk
B.A., Grinnell College
M.S., University at Buffalo	
Ph.D., University at Buffalo

Maria C. Savoie
B.S., University of Guelph

David J. Schuurman
B.A., Redeemer University College

Tania Serafino
B.A.S., University of Guelph

Christina J. Thomas
B.A.S., University of Ottawa

Jordan B. Timpson
B.S., University of the West of England

Hannah Tummillo
B.ED., Brock University

Jadyn C. Wagner
B.A., Niagara University

Alison S. Waller
B.S., McGill University

Hannah V. Wylie
B.S., Queen’s University



PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMA PROGRAMS
Clinical Mental Health Counseling, Education Leadership, School Counseling,

Special Education, and Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

Stephanie Arendas
M.A., Medaille College

Renee Cariati
MS.Ed., CUNY Hunter College

Kelly Carpenter	
B.S., Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis	
A.C., Niagara University

Michelle Depasquale
B.A., SUNY Buffalo State
MS.Ed., Niagara University

Jonelle M. Gallina
B.A., SUNY Binghamton	
M.S.T., Le Moyne College

Avigail Grama
B.S., Excelsior College

Caressa K. Guerrero
B.A., University at Buffalo
M.A.T., Agnes Scott College	
Ph.D., Niagara University

Kristen R. Hall
B.A., Mercyhurst University	
M.Ed., University of Virginia

David C. Janicki-Howe
B.A., SUNY Geneseo 
MS.Ed., Towson University

Jennifer L. Joyce
AC.SDL., The College of Saint Rose
C.A.S., SUNY Brockport	
M.B.A., Alfred University

Tzippy Kruger	
B.A., Daemen College

Sarah M. Lawton
B.A., Southern New Hampshire University
MS.Ed., Canisius University	

Matthew V. Nicoletti
B.S., SUNY – Oneonta
B.A., St. Joseph’s College 
M.A., Stony Brook University

Christopher D. Rayder
B.A., Cedarville University
MBA., Strayer University
Ph.D., Liberty University

Cynthia Rotella	
B.A., New York University	
P.B.A.C., Queens College 
MS.Ed., Long Island University

Kate Sanderson-Hoey
B.S., University at Albany 
M.S., Columbia University
MS.Ed., Bank Street College of Education

Shanice N. Taylor
B.A., Johnson C Smith University
M.S., Roberts Wesleyan College

Adalila Wilson
B.S., University of Phoenix 
M.S., University of Phoenix

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION
Theatre Education, P-12

Alex A. Rodey
B.A., York University

Berlayne E. Smith
B.A., Carleton University
M.M., New York University



THE HOLZSCHUH COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

GRADUATE DIVISION

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Allison Marie Abruzzino
B.S., Mercyhurst University

Conner James Albanese
B.B.A., Niagara University

Jessica Albano
B.S., Rochester Institute of Technology

Anna M. Battaglia
B.A., Niagara University

Bernice A. Bekoe	
B.S., Kwame Nkrumah University of Science      
and Technology

Hayley L. Berner
B.A., Niagara University

Emma Grace Bough
B.S., Niagara University

Tracy N. Bryant
B.B.A., Medaille University

Kelly M. Coddington
B.B.A., Niagara University

Katherine E. Culkin
B.S., Niagara University

Kimberly Ann Czajka
B.A., Medaille University

Sheila Marie Davis
B.A., Niagara University

Richard Joseph Derhodge
B.B.A., Brock University

Taylor Dietrich
B.A., SUNY University at Buffalo

Marvontè Farron Derrenger Dye
B.A., Niagara University

Anna Fink
B.S., Niagara University

Lois Mackenzie Garlow
B.S., Niagara University

Tiantian Guo
B.S., Niagara University

Marissa Leona Hagopian
B.B.A., Niagara University

Gail M. Hess
B.S., Niagara University

Amanda J. Irons-Rindfleisch  
M.S., Niagara University
B.S., Niagara University

Austin R. Kelley	
M.S., SUNY Cortland
B.S., St. Bonaventure University

Salvatore Anthony LaBarbera
B.S., SUNY College at Brockport

Kathy Liou
B.S., Rochester Institute of Technology
A.S., Monroe Community College

Nicholas Robert Mandia
B.S., Niagara University

Jeremey Reid Manning
B.S., Niagara University

Kayla M. May
B.B.A., University at Buffalo

Julie Brooks Missert
B.A., University at Buffalo

Bradley James Nasca	
B.A., Duquesne University

Jillian M. Onesi
B.S., Buffalo State

Eunice Mariam Ouattara
B.S., Central Pennsylvania College



Erin Elizabeth Plantone
B.S., Niagara University

Ha Thi Hoang Phan
B.S., UEH University

Carly E. Rachwal
B.A., University at Buffalo

David A. Roberts
B.B.A., Niagara University

Austin Tyler Robinson	
B.S., Niagara University

Tracey Lee Rost
B.S., D’Youville College

Jordan Elizabeth Roy
B.S, Niagara University

Lauren Paige Russell
B.S., Niagara University

Dawna Jo Kitchen Sabey
B.B.A., Niagara University
A.S., Niagara County Community College

Mylinda Lee Shea
B.S., Walden University

Shannon Marie Sierzenga
B.S., Niagara University

Anne Kathryn Steigerwald
B.A., University of Michigan

Simmone Alyah Talford
B.S., Medaille University

Emma Rose Trolley
B.A., SUNY College at Geneseo

Rachel Elizabeth Violanti
B.A., Niagara University

Braden G. York	
B.A., Niagara University

Nicolas R. Young
B.S., Niagara University

Jessica Maria Zielinski
B.S., Niagara University

Amelia Raye Zorich	
B.S., Niagara University

Maddison Zuppelli
B.A., University at Buffalo

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ACCOUNTING

Tyler Basil Beegle
B.B.A., Niagara University

Jared Richard Holler
B.B.A., Niagara University

Adam Juzwick
B.B.A., Niagara University

Alessia Julianna Randazzo
B.B.A., Niagara University

Rachael Elise Zilliox
B.S., Medaille University



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN FINANCE

Roa Shukri Alnaas
B.S., Alrefaq University

Benjamin D. Bakula
B.S., Buffalo State

Giovani A. Germano
B.B.A., Niagara University

Marina Elizabeth Heister
B.S., Niagara University

Gabriella M. Merletti
B.S., SUNY Geneseo

Thi Mong Ngoc Nguyen
B.S., Niagara University

Joseph John Woroniecki Jr.
B.S., Niagara University

THE COLLEGE OF HOSPITALITY, SPORT, AND TOURISM MANAGEMENT

GRADUATE DIVISION

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SPORT MANAGEMENT

Brady Abel
B.S., Daemen University

John Pierce Charleson
B.A., University of Alaska Fairbanks

Kelly Corl
B.S., Niagara University

Matthew Cummings
B.S., Niagara University

Sophia M. Guagliano
B.S., Longwood University

Zinara Naliah Lesley
B.S., Southeastern Oklahoma State University

Gerard Lopez Forner
B.S., Presbyterian College

Jhaylon Martinez
B.A., University of California: Riverside

Natalie N. McKela
B.P.S., Cazenovia College

Christian Monroe
B.S., SUNY University at Buffalo

Sarah Mruk
B.S., Gannon University

Nicholas Revelas
B.A., John Carroll University

Katelyn J. Szefler
B.S., Daemen University

The list of names is required by the printer several weeks prior to commencement to allow production of this program. The status of some candidates 
may have changed since that time.
The listing of names in this program in no way implies an obligation on the part of Niagara University to award a degree or honor status. An official list 
of graduates will be retained by the Records Office of Niagara University.



niagara university

Doctoral Awards

niagara university

Graduate School Awards

The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Denig, C.M.
Memorial Award for Doctoral Research

Awarded to
Esperance Marie Chantal Gatore

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
The Jay Albanese Award

The Outstanding Graduate Student in
Criminal Justice Administration
Awarded to Braedon J. Anderson

Excellence in Research Award,
Criminal Justice Administration

Awarded to Caroline Genesis Lebron,
Lorenne B. Love-Jansen, and

Brianna M. Thurston

HOLZSCHUH COLLEGE OF
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

The Outstanding MBA Graduate Student
Awarded to Katherine E. Culkin

The Outstanding MSF Graduate Students
Awarded to Joseph John Woroniecki Jr.

The Outstanding MSF Graduate Students
Awarded to Jared Richard Holler

The Outstanding Doctoral Students
in Leadership and Policy
Awarded to Joni E. Jean

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
The Outstanding Graduate Student

in Educational Leadership
Awarded to Amanda Emmons

The Outstanding Graduate Student in
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Awarded to Carly Wedler

The Outstanding Graduate Student in
School Counseling

Awarded to Mia Crumpton

The Outstanding Graduate Student in
School Psychology

Awarded to Jonathan Sandstrom

The Outstanding Graduate Student in
Advanced Teacher Education
Awarded to Amanda Ackley

The Outstanding Graduate Student in
Initial Teacher Education

Awarded to Jennifer V. Cook-Mabel

COLLEGE OF HOSPITALITY, SPORT, AND
TOURISM MANAGEMENT

The Outstanding M.S.
Sport Management Graduate Student

Awarded to Katelyn J. Szefler



niagara university

Board of Trustees

niagara university

Board of Advisors

niagara university ontario

Board of Advisors – Vaughan Campus

niagara university

Chair Emeriti and Trustees Emeriti

Debra A. Baker, ’82
Rev. Elmer Bauer, III, C.M., ’87
Robert L. Bradley Jr., ’97
Nicholas M. Cecere
Kevin J.  Clarke, ’73
Peter Cortellucci
Donna L. DeCarolis
Maryalice Demler, ’86
Sr. Louise Gallahue, D.C.
Denise Góñez-Santos
Rev. Patrick Griffin, C.M.

Rev. William M. Allegretto, C.M. ’80
Goldie Burton
Summer L. Chapman, ’00
Matthew K. Enstice

Orlando Amicucci
Gianluca Buzzanca
Stephanie Kalinowski (Chair)

Edward J. Brennan, ’78 — Chair Emeritus
David Campbell, ’63, ’88
Robert J. Daino, ’66, ’10
Rev. Joseph V. Daly, C.M., ’88
Dr. Mary A. Dineen, ’50, M.A.’92
Robert J. Dwyer, ’65, ’90 — Chair Emeritus
E. John Finn, ’87
William T. Gacioch, ’61, ’07
Sr. Nora Gatto, D.C.
James V. Glynn, ’57, ’85 — Chair Emeritus

Very Rev.  Stephen M. Grozio,
  C.M., ’75
Karen Howard, ’84
Robert Ingrasci Jr., ’08
Pamela Jacobs-Vogt
John M. Katko, ’84
Jessica Kemp, ’03, and, ’04
Rev.  James J. Maher, C.M.
Faisal Merani
Larry Montani

William T. Loftus Jr., ’82
Dr. Gerald C. Mead Jr.
Judith Quigley Ruse, ’69
LTC. (Ret.) Patrick Soos, ’87

Joshua Prieur
Abdus Samad
Caitlin Thivierge

Rev. Donald J. Harrington, C.M., ’00
Rev. Dennis H. Holtschnieder, C.M., ’85, ’07 (Hon.)
Jeffrey R. Holzschuh, ’82, ’00 (Hon.) — Chair Emeritus
Rev. Gerard H. Luttenberger, C.M., ’98
Rev. Thomas F. McKenna, C.M., ’02
Paul M. McManus, ’65, ’02
Kathleen P. Monti, ’70, ’85, MBA’11
Most Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M., ’78, ’08
Thomas M. O’Brien, ’72, ’09
John R. Sanderson, ’75, ’11

Dr.  Dianne Morrison-Beedy, ’80
Michael Nicholson, ’88
Dr. Elizabeth Ortiz
John Overbeck, ’75
Shannon Patch, ’07
Dr. Daniel Patterson, ’03 
Rev. Craig Pridgen
Robert Rich, III
Kevin Ruggiero
Dr. Thomas Summers, ’84

Rocco A. Surace Sr., ’77
Joseph M. Tonnos, ’10, ’11
Francesca Vitale
Todd J. Zyra, ’95

Dr. John Filice
Dr. Mojgan Rezvani





niagara university

Coat of Arms

The official seal of the university presents in symbol its history and purpose. The first 
name of Niagara University, the College and Seminary of Our Lady of Angels, is signified 
in the lower half of the coat of arms by the crown, the wings and the crescent moon 
inscribed in a diamond. The upper half of the coat of arms depicts wavy vertical lines 
symbolizing the grandeur and power of Niagara Falls. At the top of the shield, on a wreath 
in purple and white (the university colors) is a golden eagle, indicating the location of 
the university atop Monteagle Ridge, overlooking the Niagara gorge. The eagle bears a 
purple diamond displaying a silver heart, symbol of St. Vincent de Paul, founder of the 
Congregation of the Mission, the religious community that sponsors the university. The 
motto at the base of the shield, “Ut Ommes Te Cognoscant” (John 17:3) expresses the 
purpose of a Niagara education: “That All May Know You.”



1581-1660
Founder of the Vincentians and Daughters of Charity

niagara university

St. Vincent de Paul

Born in rural France, Vincent’s remarkable scholarship and ambition opened up opportunities 
to study theology, and he was ordained to the priesthood in 1600. In 1617, while serving 
as private tutor and spiritual director for the wealthy de Gondi family, Vincent had a 
transforming experience that put him on the road to sainthood. As he heard the confession 
of a poor peasant on his deathbed, the man’s heart-felt gratitude impressed upon Vincent 
the profound lack of spiritual and material attention provided to the poor. Blessed with this 
new inspiration, he gave an impassioned sermon on the 25th of January and preached with 
newfound zeal about spiritual conversion and helping the poor and sick. Vincent looked 
back at Jan. 25, 1617, as the true beginning of his ministry, and so Niagara University and 
the Vincentians celebrate that day as “founder’s day.” In 1885, Vincent was declared patron 
of all charitable organizations and works by Pope Leo XIII.






