Writing Rubric Guidelines

Use these guidelines to help you assign a rating to each area of writing being assessed. These guidelines are general; please ask if you have questions or if you are unsure. Try to score based on your general impression in each category. 

	
	Excellent (4)
	Acceptable (3)
	Needs Work (2)
	Unacceptable (1)

	Academic Integrity
	Writer always legally and ethically attributes ideas, languages, and graphics to the original source. 
	Writer consistently attributes ideas, language, and graphics to the original source.
	Writer inconsistently attributes ideas, language, and graphics to original source.
	Writer fails to attribute ideas, language, and graphics to original source.

	Focus
	Writer conveys an insightful point with the writing. All parts of the writing have clear and/or explicit connection to that central point.
	Writer conveys a point with the writing, but that point lacks insight. There may be some parts of the writing that don't clearly connect to the central point.
	Writer produced a draft around a common topic, but did not convey a central point. Parts of the writing are linked by a common subject matter, but the relationship among ideas is not often clear and/or explicit.
	The writing is comprised of various subject matter with no apparent relationship among ideas.



	Development
	Writer supported assertions with credible and relevant information, using a range of strategies.


	Writer consistently supported assertions with information, but relied on one or two strategies.
	Writer sometimes supported assertions with information, but relied mainly on repetition of the assertion.
	Writer infrequently supported assertions with information.



	Conventions/Grammar
	The writer demonstrated mastery of conventions appropriate to the intended audience.


	The writer sometimes deviated from appropriate conventions, but the meaning of the writer was not impaired.


	Deviations from conventions distracted the reader from the writer's meaning.


	Deviations from conventions made the meaning of the writing unclear.
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