Assessment Rubric for His199 Essays
Please assign each essay an overall score based on the criteria below.
	
	Excellent (5)
	Very Good (4)
	Serviceable (3) 
	Needs Serious Work (2)
	Unacceptable (1)

	Academic Integrity
	Essay always legally and ethically attributes ideas, languages, and graphics to the original source in a standard format with no errors. 
	Essay consistently attributes ideas, language, and graphics to the original source in a standard format with few errors.
	Essay inconsistently attributes ideas, language, and graphics to original source, at times in a non-standard format.
	Essay consistently fails to  attribute ideas, language, and graphics to original source or does so in a non-standard format but without intent to plagiarize.
	Essay is plagiarized, or borrows heavily or completely from other sources without crediting them or uses decoy sources.

	Thesis/Argument
	Essay has clear, original and compelling thesis that is appropriate to the assignment and is consistently and exclusively made from the introduction to the conclusion.  
	Essay has clear thesis that is appropriate to the assignment and is consistently made but is based more on class discussions or texts than original thought. 
	Essay has a general thesis that superficially answers the assignment, but relies heavily on insights drawn from class and only indirectly explains how and why the issues it includes are significant.
	Essay simply restates the assignment question in the introduction, then is mainly a retelling of the basic factual narrative with only a passing explanation of how events fit together into a coherent whole.
	The essay contains a random array of facts, many of which are inaccurate,  with no apparent relationship among them.



	Factual Examples and

Evidence
	Essay contains direct proof for each of its assertions, using both factual examples (what occurred) and analytical evidence (appropriate interpretations of relevant and credible  primary and secondary sources).  
	Essay contains direct proof for each of its assertions, though the balance slightly favors factual examples over analytical evidence.
	Essay contains direct proof for most of its assertions, but provides predominantly factual examples, with limited use of available primary sources and inadequate  analysis of them.
	Essay contains little direct proof for its assertions, relies mostly on synopses of events as its evidence base, and only lists a few of the relevant and available primary sources for a given issue.
	Essay contains very little to no evidence, either factual or analytical, to support its assertions.



	Accuracy
	Essay contains rare grammatical, factual and typographical errors.
	Essay contains minor grammatical, factual and typographical flaws that do not undermine the argument.
	Essay contains several grammatical, factual and typographical errors that obscure the argument at times.
	Essay contains numerous grammatical, factual and typographical errors that consistently obscure the argument.
	Essay is filled with grammatical, factual and typographical errors that make the  argument unclear.


Adapted by Robert Kane for His199 from the Rubric for WRT100 created by Jennifer Morrison.
