
Niagara University alumni David Campbell will be the Conference keynote speaker. He has been a  
technology executive, board member, investment banker, and humanitarian field volunteer.  
 
He travelled to Thailand after the tsunami and became one of the founders of HandsOnThailand.org, which 
brought over 200 volunteers and several hundred thousand dollars to assist the rebuilding of five Phuket 
fishing villages. After hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, Campbell joined with several other HandsOn 
volunteers to establish Hands On USA, which brought over 1,500 volunteers to serve victims of Katrina. In 
2006 this volunteer response model became known as Hands On Disaster Response, and dealt with inter-
national events such as: earthquakes in Indonesia and China, typhoons in the Philippines and Bangla-
desh,  Peruvian earthquakes, extensive flooding in the US Midwest. 
 
Campbell's business background includes positions as President of BBN Technologies of Cambridge, and 
of GTE Labs in Waltham, as well as CEO responsibilities at public companies Computer Task Group of 
Buffalo and Xpedior of Chicago. He is currently a Managing Director of Innovation Advisors, an investment 
banking firm. 
 
Campbell also served as a member of the Board of Directors of Tektronix, M&T 
Bank, MRO Software, Gibraltar Industries, PowerSteering software, Niagara 
University and SUNY-Buffalo, as well as civic positions including Chairman of 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute Council, the Buffalo United Way campaign, and 
the Erie County IDA and Chamber. 
 
His recognitions include an honorary doctorate from Niagara University,  
Citizen of the Year from The Buffalo News, and an inclusion as a Fellow in the 
first year awards of the Purpose Prize. 
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Border Community SERVICE 
Special Emergency Response Volunteer Initiative for Community Empowerment 

www.niagara.edu/bordercommunityservice 

Saturday, August 8th: Volunteer and  

Community Leader Conference! 

A free day-long conference for volunteers and community leaders will be held on the Niagara University 
campus from 9 AM to 4 PM on Saturday, August 8, 2009. Detailed information will be available beginning 
July 15th at the Border Community SERVICE website (www.niagara.edu/bordercommunityservice). Please 
watch your mail for a Conference brochure and invitation! 
 
The Conference will include presentations by the SPCA, John Moffit of the WNY Independent Living Pro-
ject, and Dennis Carson of the Town of Tonawanda Police Department.  Workshops will include CERT 
skills review sessions for fire safety, light search and rescue, and emergency medical operations. 
 
Volunteers and community members will have the opportunity to participate in information sharing and 
strategic planning activities. 
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Program Updates! 

Niagara County  Rob Mayer     716.286.802 
 

July is shaping up to be a really dynamic month for Border Community SERVICE in Niagara County.  This month will feature  
presentations at the YMCAôs in Lockport and Niagara Falls. Engaging young people is an important component of the program and 
so we look forward to that. A BCS table will be set up at Olde Sanborn Days (July 11th and 12th) and Niagara Fallsõ Crime Night 
Out (July 28th). If you would like information about either of these events please feel free to call me. 
 

In addition to a series of presentations, BCS is working very hard to help the City of Lockport form a CERT team. On July 12th we 
are holding an informational meeting at the Dale Center (33 Ontario Street in Lockport) at 6:30 PM to establish groundwork for 
developing a fully functional team. This is an exciting prospect for Lockport and we wish them the best of luck. 
 

Donôt forget that our Empowering Volunteers Conference is coming up on Saturday, August 8th at Niagara  
University.  This is a wonderful opportunity for everyone to review and enhance some of their CERT skills and to learn more about 
responding to populations with special needs in an emergency, animal emergency planning and a variety of other topics. David 
Campbell, the Executive Director of Hands On Disaster Relief, will be the keynote speaker. David is a graduate of Niagara University 
and since the 2005 Tsunami in Thailand he has been an active and outstanding advocate for that regionôs recovery. 
 

Please save this date on your calendars: on September 23rd BCS Niagara County will host a Skills Enhancement Training at  
Niagara University.  Our topic will be volunteer recruitment and retention.  For those of you who are part of a CERT team, or any 
other community-based group, this will present an excellent opportunity to learn new ways to recruit and retain volunteers.  For eve-
ryone else, this training will provide a good overview of how volunteer based groups, like CERT, function because of and rely on a 
strong volunteer base. Lissa Piper, VISTA program manager for WNY AmeriCorps will be our speaker. 
 

I look forward to seeing you this summer. Please feel free to call me if you have any questions or comments. 

City of Buffalo  Dana Estrada     716.851.4299 
 

Itôs hard to believe June is over and summer has officially begun!  Itôs been an extremely busy month for Border Community SER-
VICEôs project in the City of Buffalo.  We began the month by visiting DôYouville-Porter Pubic School (School #3) to present emer-
gency preparedness to all of the students.  One by one, each grade came into the auditorium to receive emergency preparedness 
information and materials.  In all there were seven individual sessions for 429 students (not counting the fabulous teaching staff 
there!).  The students were great and asked insightful questions, shared stories and definitely walked away better prepared for any 
emergency that comes their way!  Thank you to Principle Baines for setting up the day for this important information.  Thank you also 
to Lincoln Park Senior Center and Autumnwood Senior Center for organizing presentations this month. 
 

I was also able to set up informational tables at the Independent Health Community Health and Safety Fair at West Side Community 
Services on June 11th.  If youôve never attended this event, you must!  There are free health screenings, farmerôs market, cooking 
demonstrations with yummy food and representatives from lots of community agencies.  Next fair will be held in August at West Side.  
Look out for more information regarding this event. 
 

On June 13th, I was able to present information on ñMaking a Planò at the Preparedness Expo at the Eastern Hills Mall.  What a great, 
well attended event!  Special thanks to City of Buffalo CERT volunteers Marge and Greg for their tremendous support and assistance 
throughout the day and to the Church of Latter Day Saints for being the lead organizing agency for the event.  I also had a great, 
although soggy, time presenting an informational table at the Hispanic Health & Safety Fair on June 20th.  Great music, food, informa-
tion and free health screenings for everyone!  Special thanks to CERT member Sam Leone for helping to set this up for our program.  
Letôs hope for better weather next year! 
 

And as I write this, another group of CERT members are on the eve of ñgraduation.ò  Forty young men and women enrolled in the 
Mayorôs Summer Youth Program have gone through a really intensive CERT class organized by BCS and the Buffalo Fire Depart-
ment.  Weôre very lucky to have this bright group of individuals come into our ranks and look forward to their participation in City of 
Buffalo CERT.  And speaking of CERT members, thank you to Marge, Kristen, Amanda, Ada and Linda for all taking part in the 
SEMO Volunteer Conference on June 18th and 19th in Albany.  It was wonderful to have City of Buffalo CERT so strongly repre-
sented.  Itôs always a great learning experience and we look forward to attending the conference next year, too! 
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Community Announcements  

Volunteer Victims Needed!  
 

The New York Power Authority is looking 
for adult volunteer victims for an exercise drill 

on Saturday, July 18, 2009  
from 8AM to NOON .   

 
The drill will be held at the on-campus 

student apartments at Niagara University.  
Volunteers will sign in at the NYPA warehouse 

across from the NU apartments. 
 

Interested volunteers are asked to register with Bor-
der Community SERVICE at 286-8388 

no later than Thursday, July 16th. 

 
Concerts at Gill Creek Park   

Wednesday Evenings, 7 - 9 PM 
  

Gazebo at Niagara Street and Hyde Park Blvd.  

Refreshments available for purchase 

50/50 Raffle 

 Niagara St. Business Association coupons available  

 
  

 July 15 Back in Time 

 July 22 Double Take Band 

 July 29 Junkyard Dogs 

 August 5 Polka Smile Eastern Style   

 August 12 Flat Tops 

 August 19 Frank Grizanti Band 

 August 26 Penelope  

 

All concerts are FREE to the public! 

Bring your own chairs and/or blankets. 

17th Annual United Way  
òMake a Difference Dayó 

 
On Wednesday, August 5th, Greater Niagara  
Newspapers and the United Way of Niagara will 
sell special editions of the daily newspaper for 
$1.00, which is then donated to the United Way. 
 
Volunteers are needed to make this event a  
success! Volunteers will be placed at street corners 
around Niagara County from 6 AM to 9 AM. 
 

To volunteer or for questions or concerns, 
please contact Philip Buffone at  
(716) 285-8461. 

Saturday, August 8th  

9 AM to 4 PM  
 

Volunteer and  

Community Leader Conference  
at Niagara University 

 

Speakers and topics to include: 
 

Pet Emergency Planning and Safety 

by the SPCA 

Responding to Populations with Special Needs 

in an Emergency 

by John Moffit, WNY Independent Living Project 

Responding Effectively and Aggressively to 

Counter Terrorism (REACT)  

by Dennis Carson, Town of Tonawanda PD 

Review Sessions of Light Search & Rescue, 

Fire Safety, and Emergency Medical Operations 

Information Sharing and Strategic Planning 
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