TIM RUSSERT

Doctor of Humane Letters

The distinguished American author and journalist Walter Lippmann once observed that the government cannot govern without criticism and reliable and intelligent reporting.  The vital watchdog role Lippmann described has been filled exceptionally well by our honoree today, a journalist who provides intelligent commentary and intense scrutiny of the major political and social issues of our time.

As the host of “Meet the Press,” Tim Russert has set a journalistic standard that is clearly exceptional—a fact not lost on the American public.  Since taking the helm of the public affairs program nine years ago, its audience has increased nearly 60 percent.  More than 4 million people watch the weekly Sunday morning program, better than a million more than its closest competitor.  Not only is it the most watched Sunday morning public affairs program, but it is also the most quoted—testimony to the quality of its insightful content.

Innate intelligence, coupled with an ideal blend of toughness, warmth and fairness, have established Tim Russert in the eyes of many observers as the nation’s most influential talk show host.  Not surprisingly, he has interviewed every major American political figure in recent times.

In addition to his role with “Meet the Press,” he is also a political analyst for NBC’s nightly news and the “Today” show and anchors “Tim Russert,” a weekly program on CNBC that examines the role of media in American society.  He is also a contributing anchor to NBC’s all-news and information channel MSNBC and hosts the Fred Friendly Seminars on PBS, a series of public television programs exploring complex and vital issues.  In addition to his on-air roles, he serves as senior vice president and Washington bureau chief for NBC News.

A native of Buffalo and ardent booster, Tim is a graduate of Canisius High School, John Carroll University and Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.  Admitted to the bar in New York and the District of Columbia, he learned firsthand the inner workings of the executive and legislative branches of government as a counselor in the New York Governor’s office and as a special counsel in the United States Senate before joining NBC in 1984.

His career has included a number of notable assignments and firsts.  In 1985, for example, he negotiated and arranged in Rome a live appearance by Pope John Paul II, a first for American television.  He oversaw production of two prime-time news specials on days in the lives of presidents Bush and Clinton.  He has covered eight U.S./Russia summits in five different countries.  In 1998, he was the first to break the story that House Speaker Newt Gingrich would resign from Congress and last year he was first to report that Hillary Clinton might consider running for the U.S. Senate from New York.

Tim’s distinguished work as a reporter, analyst and critic has won wide acclaim, including an Emmy nomination for best interviewer.  High on the list of the accolades he most cherishes, however, are those that relate to family values.  In 1995, the National Father’s Day Committee named him “Father of the Year” and Washington magazine cited him as a “Real Dad.”  He was named a “Dream Dad” by Parents magazine in 1998.   True to his role, we suspect that the ball cap he received today will make its way to his teen-age son Luke.

 In recognition of his distinguished career in television news and as an expression of our deep respect and admiration for the values he espouses both as a journalist and parent, Niagara University is pleased to bestow, honoris causa, the degree of Doctor of Humane Letters on Tim Russert.
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