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The Cult of Celebrity vs. A Vocation of Virtue

A warm welcome to our ember
joined us on Family Weekend. Your presence among us

is the perfect antidote for mid-terms!

|l *ve been thinking a : abou
celebrity" in today' s s 0L we S
medi a, c el ecberlietbyr iwviyelenti¢sse |i
us, texting is the YodTubegua franca of
(—Broadcast Yourselfl) all ows us 0 sh,
| i ves Amdficaoldol —t o real ity shows, we|see |

the cult of celebrity. (My favorite reality show was short-livedfi God orll t he G
which followed four young guys in their possible pursuit of priesthood. Alas, the
Church came up 0-4).

Wi ki pedia defines the cult of |celeb
trarily famous persons..public fasc¢cinat
—arbitrarily famous personsl and +i dol
today, I am amazed at how people become famous by their misdeeds, as we watch
so many human train wrecks who worship at the altar of fame and fortune. Why
will it take us (myself included!) to stop reading about and watching this modern
form of idolatry?

DePaul Uni versity Professor Delna We
as Weak Religionll defining it as a —su
denies the truth and demands of faith. It allows us to worship the best, the worst,
the most banal of who we are. Celebrities are disposable, constantly elevated, cast
down, and replaced. |l

Where do we look for truth, faith, and a new focus? Family Weekend re-
minds us to look to the true ties that bind, namely our families. The family unit,
defined by Pope John Paul 1, is he
love, faith, prayer, and God are first taught and nourished. The Niagara University
community is also a family of sorts: scholars and learners who support and en-
courage one another who come to see NU
best, NU helps us learn who we are and who we can become, now and for life.

But we also have another great resource: the two iconic figures of Saints
Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac. In this academic year when we observe
the 350 anniversary of their lives, we can learn from them. Both Vincent and
Louise discovered at an early age that a life of comfort was empty and shallow.
They sought meaning and purpose by loving God and serving Jesus Christ in the
poor. Theirs was not a _cult of ¢
to Christ- first by their witness, then by their words. As collaborators of charity,
they left a network of spiritual and corporal works of mercy that still endure today
on every continent in the world.
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Fr. John T. Maher,
Check us out on FACEBOOK Director, Campus Ministry

““Campus Ministry Corner” University Chaplain




I was blessed with the most supportive and loving parents and older brother.

As many of you know, this past year I had the opportunity to work with pregnant women at a homeless
shelter in St. Louis through the Vincentian Service Corps. Most of the women I served were around my age and
younger, and I was so troubled by their circumstances. We were similar in many ways, what happened to them that
made their paths split off so dramatically? I
dren and their own families, that it wasn‘t at
They were born into a cycle of poverty and never taught how to dream for something more. No one ever told these
women that they would be great someday.

Over the year, my family grew to include over 80 sisters and 40 babies and young chil-
dren. I made it my personal mission to help each new family member—the mothers and their
children—believe in themselves, or at the very least, hear that someone else believed in them. 1
don‘*t know if my words made a | asting dij
cause | know they made all the difference in my life. %

As you spend time with your families this weekend, and over the coming holidays,
take some time to reflect on the ways they have shaped you. Thank them—mnot only for the gift *
of life and providing those basic necessities, but for believing in you and teaching you how to
dream and believe in yourself. And thank God for the blessing of being loved and cared for.
'You will be great someday, thanks to the beautiful parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, sib-
lings, teachers, and friends who have loved you into the person you are.
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celebrate —Family Weekendl and begin
think of the gratitude I have for the generosity of those on this campus in particularly the students who are forever
stepping up to the plate for whatever needs to be done. I work with many of them through the St. Vincent de Paul
Society and the Class of 2011. Pat and Spence, two modern day examples of Frederic Ozanam (He founded the St.
'Vincent de Paul Society while in college), very willingly offered to pick-up a stove for a woman who was a victim
of domestic violence. Little did they realize that it was going to be an industrial size stove! It did not stop them.
Pat used his logistics, supply chain management expertise to get the stove out of the basement and to the home of
the woman. These same two students touched my heart when they made a delivery of a bed and a dresser to a preg-
nant young woman who had no family and no
Vincent de Paul Society really needs to check i

Ellen from the Our Lady of Lebanon Food Pantry called me with a genuine panic. The numbers of people
have doubled who seek out assistance but the
asked for a list of food and the great resi
with support from the NUSGA cawti!nlet
huge success. Ninety students participated on a very brisk night. Non perishables,
clothing and financial donations were accepted. A student named Justin came up to me
after Dr. Taylor‘®'s tal k ab oautandhahded mp
Wt wenty doll ars. He sai d, — t i s a
pride and care in sorting and hanging the clothes at the St. Vincent de Paul Store so that
those living in poverty may shop with dignity. There is Sara and Sam who grace Our
Lady of Lebanon Food Pantry every Thursday. They not only make a difference with
the customers but the older women who look forward to their company.

These are only a few examples of hope from my personal wealth. The holi-
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days are coming please think about the gift of building relationships while serving.
Please turn the medal and see the face of Christ in those you meet as well as in your

Monica Saltarelli,
Campus Minister

own mirror!!

A different kind of familyé

—lt was a hot summer day in East Tennessee.
Snoopy sleeping bag and made our way (" eyparent heginS a n|
the traditionalre-t el | i ng of the story of my birth just | iK
reason why they only—-‘hadveadgidmnl tsneame apbolkéd o
because | wanted a baby girl .| “elling ©. \Hew Iuekg Bwasitorbg ﬂ
born into a family rooted in the | ove of God!
never heard before—h 0l di ng me i n the hospital room, my dad
day. | And he never stopped t e-hngstipsarigd anththe sttesesof Gollege.h 1

Kristina Schliesman,
Campus Minister

t

trans

f oo
dent

I
g

(0
a

i

q

3

der ' s
e t hi
ime ; y
as
few
ol

ough

pref

ortat
on h
d bud
of O

tp omas



AfiLa Posadao

Many of you who were recently home for the fall break were only too glad to have a home-cooked
meal and your own comfortable bed for a change. Because the holidays are almost upon us, I suspect you are
already thinking ahead and savoring the various dishes that will be served on Thanksgiving and Christmas.
These special foods and other activities in your households have become family traditions that bring about a
genuine communion in its most basic meaning. From the Latin communior(cum— with and munire—to
strengthen) means more than just eating for bodily nourishment, although this is certainly important. Commun-

ion strengthens the bonds of identity as a f amj

life together. There is also an unmistakable bond between persons who have gone before us and those presently
living.

A wonderful example of this is El Dia del MuertogThe Day of the Dead and also known as All Souls
Day — November 2™) observed in a number of Latin American countries as well as in this country. Elaborate
displays with pictures of recently deceased family members, a variety of sweet breads, other foods, flowers,
candles, etc. are displayed for family members and friends to gather in prayer and in solidarity with the de-
ceased persons.

I sincerely hope that you will come to a special mass at 12:15 p.m. in Alumni Chapel on Monday, No-
vember 2™, when we will remember our beloved deceased, especially those from our NU community who have

died over the past year. As Pope John Paul 1
culture is a faith not fully accepted, not ent
Perhaps the | ate Pope‘s insight into the i

that finds one of its clearest expressions in Psalm 137:1-4.

ABy the rivers of Babylon we sat mour n

Zion. On the poplars of that land we hung up our harps. There our captors asked

us for the words of a song; Our torment
Zion! 6 But how could we sing a song of

The Israelites are in exile in a foreign land and lacking the cultural references familiar (for example,
the Temple) to them in Jerusalem, but are no longer readily available to them in Bablyon. Without these it is
that much more difficult to give expression to their faith. Peoples down through the centuries have as best they
could have brought their rich, cultural expressions of faith to new and different lands. This has not always been
so easy. If you have ever been to Ellis Island, you will readily recognize how true this is. The same is true of
ethnically based parishes in such cities as Buffalo, Niagara Falls, and across many parts of the country. I con-
tend that we have much to learn from these diverse cultures of people now living in the United States.

Before I came to Niagara University in June of 2008 and while I was engaged in parish ministry in
rural, East Central Alabama, I had the privilege of learning from a significant number of Latinos who attended

St . Mark‘s in Ashland and St. John‘s in Al exan

memories is the celebration of La Posadawhich commemorates the search of Joseph and Mary for a place to
stay for one or more nights so Mary could give birth to the infant Jesus. For nine evenings preceding Christmas
families will make their pilgrimage to nearby households. Joseph and Mary are dressed in period costumes.
There are a series of verses sung back and forth for those outside and inside before the household inside lets
Mary, Joseph enter. Once inside there are special foods, including a most delicious hot chocolate.

A moving documentary entitled La Posadaconveys the significance of this observance, and it is appro-
priate way to anticipate Chri st mas. I w-ng DD
in their respective dorms, and perhaps even reenact the Posadaas a program for one or
more floors. I would be happy to join you for the event, and share my own experiences as
well.

mor e i nfor mat owloyotaproduetiom.colsada @ &ww.pssagas-projec.com
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Fr. Bruce Krause, C.M.,
Campus Minister
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http://www.loyolaproductions.com/posada

CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS

U

Ni agara Universityos Chapt er wallfholdfheiel* ahnnaVHarsest b | e
Time Chinese auction — October 27" from 11am to 4pm — Study Lounge — LLGC Pizza, Chips & Pop

Lunch $3 Special for sale, Themed baskets auctioned off, drawings at 4pm. Join us & Support us by: donat-

ing a basket, donating money towards creating a basket and come to the event and make donations by par-
ticipating in the Chinese Auction and or by buying lunch.

BASIC Brothers and Sisters in Christ — a week long life changing service experience in either Philadel-
phia or Camden January 10 -18, 2010. Cost is an all inclusive $85. Applications are available in the back of
Chapel or in the Campus Ministry Office. Applications Due Wednesday, October 28th - S5pm - Office of
Campus Ministry

Pax Christi-Campus Ministry‘s Social Justice Club i
topic this semester i s: —Protecting the Humaln

St. Vincent de Paul Society is always welcoming new members and new ideas. The next meeting is on
Oct.28"at 7:30 p.m. Il Under the Taps.|I Trick or

Advent Retreat Escape the end-of-semester chaos and spend time with friends in prayer and preparation
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for the celebration of Chr i 1s00PMSatuhldy Ddcelnber 5 - lome®O P|M  Fr i

plenty of time to get ready for the University Ball! Pick up an application in the Chapel or Campus Ministry
(LLGC); see Kristina for more information.

A Year of Service If you are considering a year of service after graduation or would like to learn more,
come meet Sr. Teresa Daly, D.C., Director of the Vincentian Service Corps. Join Sr. T and Campus Minis-
try for lunch and conversation. Kristina will be sharing stories and pictures from her year with the VSC—
what it was like to live with seven other volunteers and serve the poor of St. Louis, MO. Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 12:00-2:00PM Study Lounge (LLGC). Lunch will be provided - RSVP to Campus Ministry.

Living In Faith Together (LIFT) — Small Christian Communities - Join with friends to pray and reflect on
living your faith on campus! Groups meet on Tuesday and Wednesday nights. Contact Kristina to find a
group, or grab a few friends and start your own group!

Pray for Life - Each Wednesday (@ 9pm our community gathers in the Chapel to pray for respect for life,
please join us.

SUNDAY MASS ALUMNI CHAPEL
11:00am & 10:00pm

Daily MASS ALUMNI CHAPEL
Monday, Wednesday, Friday @ 12:15pm
Tuesday, Thursday @ 12:35pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
- 1T 1 AAGBB@GmM-Alumni Chapel

Join us for Mass Everyone is always WELCOME




