Welcome to our Future Alumni of 2012

By Michael J. Hogan Class of 1976

My wife Suzanne and I are alumni of Niagara from
the class of 1976 and we live in Chicago.  This is 
where we met and fell in love.

One of the first things we learn as Catholics is to 
forgive and to forget. So I must first apologize to my 
daughter Claire, a freshman somewhere out there in 
this sea of purple, who will be sooooooooo 
embarrassed by this talk—Claire remember we love 
you and I know you will forgive me.

Today we are here not only recognize you as the class 
of 2012 but we should recognize our parents and 
families that have laid the foundation  from which 
you now stand.  You are our leaders for tomorrow!! 
As parents, at least we survived these teen years, our 
jobs are not yet done, but we are now entrusting these 
young men and women to this great institution of 
learning in the St. Vincent DePaul tradition.  More 
importantly they are truly in God’s hands.

I’m here today to share with you some of the reasons 
our daughter Claire chose Niagara.  Like most of you, 
she had many opportunities like the other university 
2 hours east of Chicago also named after Our Blessed 
Mother and famous for its football team.  Claire was 
able to sort through the noise and hype of the 
colleges and truly zero in on what she wanted and she 
wanted the road less traveled. She chose NU because 
of the educational opportunities, travel abroad in her 
majors, this beautiful campus, its’ passion for helping 
those in need and the love from everyone here. 
We, 
  the parents, love it because Niagara is proud to be a 
University which is Catholic and of the Vincentian 
tradition which we feel will enrich the lives and souls 
of our children. When we visited Niagara, we weren’t 
sure what to expect but from Fr. Levesque, Harry 
Gong, to the campus tour, Alumni Chapel, from 
meeting with Br Martin, Fr John, Myriam 
Witkowski, Dean Praetzel, Kristina Bradshaw and 
Sharon Watkinson—all of whom had the Niagara 
passion for Excellence and service.  Claire knew then 
in her mind she had found her home.

Now is your turn to really live and experience the 
rich tradition Niagara offers, but it is up to you to 
fully explore and get involved…live your dreams 
here and experience life. Also, take time to reflect 
each day of the gifts you have been given.  Take the 
time to quietly reflect by spending a few minutes at 
Alumni Chapel.  As Pope John XXIII said: “Don’t 
walk through time without leaving worthy evidence 
of your passage.”  In other words leave great 
references in your wake.
Your life experiences here further build upon your 
foundation for the rest of your lives…it is not about 
your 15 minutes of fame---your legacy is how you 
interact act with others each and every moment.  The 
Niagara crest says it well…So that all may know 
you!! 
Fr. Hesburgh of Notre Dame once said: “My 
basic principle is that you don’t make decisions 
because they are easy, you don’t make them because 
they are popular, you make them because they are 
right.”  Don’t look at life and ask why me…look at 
how life should or could be and ask why not…..be 
agents of positive change.
Remember there are two things that will tell you life 

is right and they are Beat Bona and Beat Canisius.

Niagara’s rich tradition of friendship, faith and 
education still lives and it lives within each and every 
one of us.  Make the most of your time on Mount 
Eagle Ridge and remember:

YOU WILL LEAVE NIAGARA

HOWEVER NIAGARA WILL NEVER 
LEAVE YOU!!!!
God Bless and God Speed
