A little less than two years ago, I walked into my first class as a Niagara Freshman—Political Science 100.
I grabbed a seat in the back and two seconds later, a man walks in and goes to the front of the room. He has long hair, a full beard, two thermoses of coffee, and is wearing a shirt that says, “If I’m talking, you should be taking notes.”  Shortly thereafter, he launches into an explanation of Madison’s Theory of the Republic.  As he paces back and forth, he explains how Madison believed that individuals were rational and self interested and base their actions on what they feel will bring them the most benefit.  Eventually, he reaches for one of the thermoses and as he turns to the class, noticing that they were all still in shock, he says, “hey…didn’t you guys read the shirt?”  

It was certainly a lecture that I will never forget and to survive in today’s world, you need to have the ability to act rationally.  These are the skills that you will learn in the classroom here at Niagara.  Students leave this place knowing how to make decisions that will benefit them financially and professionally.  But, this alone is not what sets Niagara apart.  To me, Niagara stands out because, while it teaches its students to be rational, it challenges them to be irrational.  It asks that its students be motivated not by financial or professional gain, but by a higher calling, a sense of values— to realize, that some of the most beautiful, influential, and meaningful things we do as human beings are selfless acts to benefit another person.  
One of my fondest memories during my time at Niagara thus far happened during an event that I planned last year with the Student Government.  It was a carnival night that we put together for the children of the Boys and Girls Club over in the front gym at the Kiernan Center.  We had a bounce house, snow cones, cotton candy, face painting, and just let the kids have a blast.  Of course, this came with a lot of work, and the way the Student Government volunteers responded amazed me.  I saw the president and vice president of the senior class playing duck-duck-goose.  I saw one of the senators in the junior class getting her face painted by a 6 year old girl.  Our parliamentarian even dressed up in a Monty the Eagle suit and danced for everyone.  To tell you the truth, I think the volunteers had as much fun as the kids did. But as the event came to a close, a young boy about 6 years old came up to me and asked if I was the guy that planned everything.   I told him that I was and he just said, “Hey man, I just wanted to let you know that this was really cool.  Nobody does stuff like this for us.  Thanks.”  That little thank you made all the work worth it.  

In the end, my message is pretty simple.  In order to have a truly memorable college experience, you need to get involved in memorable ways.  While you are here, you will be challenged to think and act beyond yourselves.  To become a part of the Niagara Community requires that, at times, you place the needs and well-being of others ahead of your own.  That is what makes Niagara different.  That is what sets us apart.  I am certain you will rise to the challenge.  
I now ask that all the new students rise and join me in reciting the NU Creed found in your programs.

