Composing MLA Style Citations for Web Sites
Citing Web Sources using MLA:

· All citations are double-spaced

· The second line and any succeeding lines are indented 5 spaces

· Citations only break to a new line at double slashes (//) or a single slash(/), never use a dash or hyphen when including  a URL. 

(Most examples are from MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th ed.)
FAQ #1 How Do I Cite a Website in my Works Cited Page?
According to the 2009 MLA guidelines, when citing a Web site:

…Any version of a Web source is potentially different from any past or future version and must be considered unique.  Scholars therefore need to record the date of access as well as the publication data when citing sources on the Web.
…Because of the fluidity of the network and the many hypertextual  links between works accessed there, it is often difficult to determine where one work stops and another begins.  How, for example, does one define a Web site?  One definition would consider all pages affiliated with a particular domain name, like www.mla.org, to constitute a site.  Another view would consider all the pages organized by a particular editor or project team as a site, even if the project is housed under a larger body’s domain name or distributed over several domains; the Victorian Women Writers Project, for example, appears under Indiana University’s domain name (www.indiana.edu).  Since both views have merit, the guidelines presented here do not take one side but instead offer a method to record the relation of works on the Web to the information hierarchies surrounding them.(181-182)
The following is a specific archive at the Library of Congress, but it is not the Library of Congress URL, so because it is more specific, it would take precedence over the Library of Congress, hence the URL leading directly to the cited material.

Example 1:

Eaves, Morris, Robert Essick, and Joseph Viscomi, eds. The William Blake Archive. Lib. of Cong., 28 Sept. 


2007. Web. 20 Nov. 2007. http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/.

FAQ#2 How do I Cite a Short Work from a Website?

The citation for a short work from a website should include the following elements:

· The author

· The title of the Short Work

· The title of the Web Site

· The sponsor of the Web Site

· The publication, posting or update date (n.d. if there is no date)

· Medium (Web)
· Date of access

FAQ #2 How Do I Cite an Online Reference Source such as an encyclopedia or dictionary?

An online reference work has “subject looked up,” title and publisher, plus publication date and date of access.  It does not use the URL but indicates it is a Web source.

Example 1:
“de Kooning, Willem.” Encyclopedia Britannica Online.  Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2008. Web. 15 May 


2008.

FAQ #3 How do I Cite a Web-Based Radio Program?

This source only appears on the web or in a broadcast, not in print.  The source and publisher are the same in this example (National Public Radio), and the date of broadcast and date of access are the same.  Medium (web) is between publication date and date of access.  Date of access is always last unless professor requires a URL, which would be last.

Example 1:
“Hourly News Summary.”  National Public Radio. Natl. Public Radio, 20 July 2007. Web. 20 July 2007.

FAQ #4 How do I cite an article in an online newspaper, magazine or journal?

When you cite an article from a online periodical’s website, even if it originally appeared in print, you should treat it as an online source.  You must include the author’s name (if known), article title, newspaper title, sponsor or publisher of the site(usually the same name as the newspaper; use “N.p.” if there is none), date of publication, medium, and date of access.

Example 1: 
Precious, Tom.  “Patterson Can Name Successor.”  The Buffalo News.  The Buffalo News, 22 Sept. 2009.  


Web.  22 Sept. 2009.

Example 2:
Cole, Juan. “The Top Ten things you didn’t know about Iran.” Salon.com. Salon Media Group, 1 Oct. 

2009. Web. 1 Oct. 2009.

Example 3:  

Belau, Linda.  “Trauma and the Material Signifier.” Postmodern Culture. 11.2(2001): n.pag. Web.


20 Feb. 2009.
FAQ #5  How do I cite an article I found through a database?

A newspaper or other periodical article found through a database (such as Lexis Nexis) is treated differently from an article you found through a Google search or by browsing the newspaper website itself.  You should include the same kind of information you would for a print source, followed by the database, the medium, and the date of access.  Example 2 is an article with no author.  When there is no author, the citation begins with the “title,” the next piece of information in the citation.
Example 1: 
Williams, Jeffrey J.  “Why Today’s Publishing World is Reprising the Past.”  Chronicle of Higher Education 

13 June 2008: 8+.  LexisNexis Academic.  Web.  29 Sept. 2008.

Example 2:  This newspaper article has no author.  When there is no author, the citation begins with the “title,” the next piece of information in the citation.
“Let Us Reason Together.”  New York Times 29 Sep. 1957: 182. ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New 


York Times (1851-2006). Web. 23 Sep. 2009.
FAQ #6 How do I Cite a Source that has been published in print but which I found on the Web?
The first example is a web source for a print book which is available online.  Since publication is before 1900, the publisher is no longer necessary.  The citation names the source, Google Book Search, the medium (Web) and date of access.  
Example 1:
Child, L. Maria, ed. The Freedmen’s Book. Boston, 1866.  Google Book Search. Web. 15 May 2008.
The second example is a specific page of the same work in the previous citation.  This names the author of the section, the “section,” the book name, the editor, city of publication, year of original publication and the page where the section can be found, the web source, the medium (Web) and date of access.

Example 2:
Whittier, John G.  “A Prayer.”  The Freedmen’s Book. Ed. L. Maria Child. Boston, 1866. 178. Google Book


Search. Web. 15 May 2008.
Note:  Generally, for materials that have an original print format, the original print citation is first through date of publication, then the Web source for the material, the medium and date of access.
FAQ #7 How do I cite a film or video recording?
You will begin with the film title in italics followed by the director, the distributor, the year released

and the medium consulted.  Other information may be included such as screenwriter, performers and producer—inserted between title and distributor—if relevant to your concerns.  Dubbed or subtitled films in English may include the English title followed by the original title, italicized, in square brackets.

(MLA2009 Style Guide 7th ed. 197).
Example 1:

It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, and


Thomas Mitchell. RKO, 1946. Film.

Like Water for Chocolate [Como agua para chocolate]. Screenplay by Laura Esquivel. Dir. Alfonso Arau.


Perf. Lumi Cavazos, Marco Lombardi, and Regina Torne. Miramax, 1993. Film.

If the contributions of a particular person are significant, begin with that person’s name.

Example 2:  

Chaplin, Charles, dir. Modern Times. Perf. Chaplin and Paulette Goddard. United Artists, 1936. Film.

Jhabvala, Ruth Prawer. Adapt.  A Room with a View. By E. M. Forster. Dir. James Ivory. Prod. Ismail


Merchant. Perf. Maggie Smith, Denholm Eliot, Helena Bonham Carter, and Daniel Day-Lewis.


Cinecom Intl., 1985. Film.

Cite a DVD (Digital videodisc), videocassette, laser disc, slide  program, or filmstrip as you would a film.  Original release date is included if relevant.

Example 3:  

Alcohol Use and Its Medical Consequences: A Comprehensive Teaching Program for Biomedical 


Education. Prod. Project Cork, Dartmouth Medical School. Milner-Fenwick, 1982. Slide Program.
Don Giovani. By Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Dir. Joseph Losey. Perf. Ruggero Raimondi and Kiri Te

Kanawa. Paris Opera Orch. and Chorus.  Cond. Loren Maazel. 1979. Columbia, 2002. DVD.

Looking at Our Earth: A Visual Dictionary. Natl. Geographic Educ. Services, 1992. Sound Filmstrip.
Mifune, Toshiro, Perf. Rashomon.  Dir. Akira Kurosawa. 1950. Home Vision, 2001. Videocassette.

FAQ #8 How do I cite a video clip, such as from a news website or You Tube?

Cite a video clip as you would a short work from a Web site (see FAQ #2).

Example 1:

Murphy, Beth.  “Tips for a Good Profile Piece.”  Project: Report. You Tube, 7  Sept. 2008. Web.


19 Sept. 2008.

FAQ #9 How do I cite an entire blog or an entry from a blog?
You would cite an entire blog as you would an entire Web site.  The entry requires the author’s name; the title of the blog in italics; the sponsor or publisher of the blog (Use “N.p.” if none); and the date of the most recent update, medium, and date of access.
Example 1:  

Mayer, Caroline. The Checkout. Washington Post, 10 Jan. 2007. Web. 19 Jan. 2007.

An entry from a blog is treated as a short work from a Web site.  If the entry or comment has no title, use the label “Weblog entry” or “Weblog comment.”  Follow with the title of the blog in italics and the remaining information for an entire blog.

Example 2: 

Mayer, Caroline. “Some Surprising Findings about Identity Theft.” The Checkout. Washington Post,


28 Feb. 2006. Web. 19 Jan. 2007.

Burdick, Dennis. Weblog comment. The Checkout. Washington Post, 28 Feb. 2006. Web. 19 Jan. 2007.

FAQ #10 How do I cite an e-mail?
Citations for E-mail begin with the writer’s name and the subject line of the e-mail followed by “Message
To” and the name of the recipient.  Next is the date of the message and the medium.

Example 1:

Lowe, Walter.  “Review Questions.”  Message to the author. 15 Mar. 2009. E-mail.

FAQ #11  How do I cite an Interview?

The necessary elements of citing an  interview are the interviewee’s name, what kind of interview it was, phone or personal or e-mail, and the date it occurred.  Credentials for the Interviewee are included in the body of the paper to lend authority to their information.
Example 1:

Smith, Jane.  Personal Interview. 16 Oct. 2008.

FAQ # 12 How do I cite a Live Performance?

To cite a live performance begin with the title of the work in italics.  Next name the author/composer preceded by the word “By”.  Include any relevant information such as director (“Dir.”), choreographer (“Chor.”), conductor (“Cond.”), or performers (“Perf.”).  Next is the company, theater, or ballet company followed by the venue and city, the date of the performance and the word “Performance.”
Example 1:

Heartbreak House. By George Bernard Shaw. Dir. Robin Lefevre. Perf. Philip Bosco and Swoosie Kurtz.


Roundabout Theatre Company. Amer. Airlines Theatre, New York. 1 Oct. 2006. Performance.

To cite the contribution of a particular person or group to a performance, begin with the appropriate name.

Example 2:  

Domingo, Placido, perf. Sly. By Ermanno Wolf-Ferrari. With Cynthia Lawrence and Juan Pons.  


Metropolitan Opera. Cond. Marco Armiliato. Metropolitan Opera House, New York. 4 May 2002.


Performance.

