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Easter: Springtime of the Soul

After the drab days of February and March, April ushered in a Holy
Week that exploded in a series of sunny days, shattering area weather re-
cords for warm temps. As spring stubbornly comes to the Niagara Frontier,
we find ourselves rooting for that annual resurgence of the natural world:
sunny days, longer light eves, flowers popping up, birds singing, and warm
days outside after a long winter’s plight.

Easter is a spring time of the soul- when Christians hear those three
simple words that made all the difference: He is Risen! Winter is perfect for
Lent. Still, cold, and barren days remind us of our mortality and fragility,
calling us inward. But after the dramatic stories of Holy Week- the suffer-
ing, passion, and death of Jesus- we find once again that God is not finished
with us. What appears to be the end of the road on Good Friday is really the
start on a new road on Easter Sunday.

Recently, articles in the popular press have examined how Chris-
tians view Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Most Christians assent to it as
a necessity of doctrine and a ‘happy ending’ to an otherwise gloomy Holy
Week . But they are at a loss to articulate what Jesus’ resurrection means.
Jesus’ words provide the clue: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one
who believe in me shall live, even though he dies” (Jn. 11:25).

After suffering the worst and triumphing over death, Jesus extended
that hope to us. But we must be willing to make that leap of faith, as did the
apostles and the early Church. Resurrection is not only a future hope, but a
present promise. When we allow Jesus’ life and teachings to touch our
hearts and direct our actions, we are led into deeper life with God, and find
a way to live peacefully with life’s ambiguities. The Resurrection shows us
that God takes the worst of humanity and transforms it for good by his love.

The following reflection from the Center for Ignatian Spirituality at
Creighton University capture what I believe is the challenge of deepening
our Easter faith:

“We may be in the dark about how the Resurrection took place.
We can stay in the intellectual tomb of our prideful minds. The early be-
lievers saw and believed what they could not see. They began by living in
the light in the day of hope. Having to see signs and evidence is a form of
blindness. Thank God, those who came to the empty tomb on Easter did

not stay until they figured it all out. We would all still be in the dark.”
- Larry Gillick, SJ

In these last busy weeks of school, try to live
calmly and confidently in Jesus’ gift of resurrection. Let
the Sunday and weekday scripture readings open your
mind and heart to the One who knows you better than
you know yourself, and gave all in love for You.

Fr. John T. Maher, C.M.’76
Director, Campus Ministry
University Chaplain




Thank You!

NU Students for Life, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, and Campus Ministry
would like to extend a huge THANKS to everyone who contributed to our Baby Needs Drive
for Summit Life Outreach Center in Niagara Falls. Your donations were delivered and well-
received by the Center’s volunteers and will be put to good use. Because of your generosity,
we raised over $200.00, which we used to purchase two new infant car seats and over 300
diapers to help families in need!

If you come across any other items you would like to donate, they can be dropped off
with Kristina or delivered directly to the Center, 1622 Pine Avenue. For more information on
the great ministry of Summit Life Outreach & now...

Outreach and how you can be involved, please visit their website:
www.summitlifecenter.com.
Winter Retreat

On February 26-28, Campus Ministry sponsored its annual Winter Retreat, “Encounter with Christ: You and
Me.” After some last minute changes early Friday morning due to winter weather, twenty Niagarans braved the bliz-
zard and ventured off-campus for an exciting weekend of self-discovery, prayer, and fellowship at the beautiful
Stella Niagara. Some highlights of the weekend included: comfy accommodations, off campus food, learning new
ways to pray, late-night bonding (complete with games of Mafia and Charades), snow-ball fights, engaging talks on
topics of faith and relationship with Christ, singing, and meeting new people.

Be sure to keep your eyes and ears open for information on next semester’s retreats!
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Dying and Rising...
“Ultimately it takes a courageous spirit and a generous heart to Make a Difference”

Holy Week for me was much different this year for me. I had the pleasure of spending it in the Vincentian Mis-
sion in North Little Rock, Arkansas with six students: Vanessa Cipolla, Carmen Schaff, Scott Sobiegray, Ashley Ser-
won, Lisa Arnst, and Anna Toepp. We left on a cold brisk day and landed in Little Rock to a very warm welcome from
Fr. Tom Stehlik, CM...There was certainly uncertainty about the trip being that I was the only one who had been to Ar-
kansas as well as the students themselves did not really know each other very well. It did not take long to make a bond in
our group but also with the genuinely warm Southern hospitality. Of course staying in an old orphanage certainly en-
hanced the experience of the week.

The BASIC trip was a combination of experiencing Holy Week at St. Anne’s Church and do-

ing service mostly outdoors. Highlights of the week were making a community garden with an

elderly gentleman named Charlie, making and sharing a meal with a senior community, attend-

ing a Seder meal. It was a moving experience to witness the “Way of the Cross” by the His-

panic Community. Although for most of us we were limited with our Spanish the drama was .

most moving. Climbing Pinnacle Mountain sealed the bond of the group. V&, G

This BASIC trip was unique in the sense that it really captured the concept of being \ =
welcomed into a faith community while doing service. We were treated truly like family! It > .
was very difficult to say good-bye for we made some very meaningful relationships. We re- \
turned to warmth and a renewed sense of energy to make a difference in our community. We
really did see both the suffering and the resurrected Christ with those we met which has given Monica Saltarelli,

us the inspiration to extend hospitality to the stranger! Campus Minister




“Be Sharers in God’s Life — The Journey toward Full Communion”

On April 20™ ten of your fellow students will have completed their instruction in the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults (aka RCIA), and will receive the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist). You
may have seen their pictures displayed in the vestibule to Alumni Chapel. We have generally been meeting once a
week since September of last year in preparation for their full initiation. The celebration will take place with other
students from various college campuses in the Diocese of Buffalo at Christ the King Chapel on the campus of Can-
isius College, in Buffalo, on Tuesday, April 20", at 7:00 p.m. Bishop Edward Kmiec will be the principle celebrant
and will confer the sacraments. Please remember them in your prayers as they take this important step in their spiri-
tual lives!

One of the students felt the need to deepen his own knowledge of the Catholic faith even though he is al-
ready fully initiated into the Church. I certainly applaud his desire to grow in his understanding of the faith, and
welcome other students in the future who wish to do the same. The RCIA can be a kind of refresher, and also a sup-
port to those who wish to enter the Church or complete their sacraments. If you are interested in participating in this
way, by all means please let me know. You are most welcome to join us next fall.

All of the students in this academic year’s RCIA lead busy lives on campus. Among other things these
students are engaged in sports, student government, ROTC, RA’s, etc. Yet, with all that is going on, they also value
their faith development and have made this a priority. I believe this is an important aspect of their development in-
tellectually, spiritually, and physically. This is something that they freely choose to do. In other words, the RCIA is
an important means of ensuring that their years at Niagara University contribute to their growth as young adults who
are fully alive!

If you have thought about entering the Catholic Church or completing your sacraments of initiation, I would
be happy to meet with you. I will attempt to answer questions you might have, and look forward to simply getting to
know you. My office is in the Campus Ministry Office in the lower level of Gallagher. Feel free to stop by. The
RCIA will begin anew in late September. Listen for announcements and further details in the fall of 2010.

I also welcome students who are active in their faith and who wish to support one of their peers as a spon-
sor. The opportunity to accompany someone in their faith journey can be a mutually beneficial and enriching ex-
perience. If you think you would like to become involved in this ministry, please see me. I would be happy to dis-
cuss this with you.

I wish to conclude with this quote from an unknown author of the 2™ Century:
“My spirit is the Holy Spirit’s.
Therefore I believe and confess my faith,
which is the source of light and life to me.
Blessed Father,
1, your creature,
would have you make me holy like yourself,
for you have given me every means to become so.
Glory is yours, now and always,
age after age. Amen.”

J. Robert Baker, et. al., A Baptism Sourcebook , (Chicago: Liturgy Training Fr. Bruce Krause,C.M.,

Publications, 1993), 36. Campus Minister
[ I BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN B BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN N J
SPECIAL THANKS:

= To all of those who participated in Operation Rice Bowl especially O’'Shea Hall who raised
more money than our total last year!

= To those students who made baskets and cards with the middle schoolers at St. Dominic
Savio for those living on the margins in Niagara Falls...

= To O’Shea Hall for their generosity with the Easter Basket projects. They made 60 bas-
kets which benefitted Our Lady of Lebanon Food Pantry and the Magdalene Project...
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Blessing of St. Vincent de Paul Society - Sunday, April 18th - 10pm
Mass - Alumni Chapel - Join us for Mass and social to follow after Mass
Theology under the Taps - Slavery Today? Human Trafficking in
the US & Globally - Tuesday, April 27th—7pm Under the Taps—LLGC
All are welcome—Free Food.

Niagara University’s Chapter of The Invisible Children Campaign
will hold a Basket — April 28" from 10am to 4pm — Study Lounge — LLGC
Pizza, Chips & Pop Lunch $3 Special for sale, baskets auctioned off,
drawings at 4pm. Join us & Support us by: donating a basket, donating
money towards creating a basket and come to the event and make do-
nations by participating in the Basket Auction and or by buying lunch.
Birthday Blessing & Social - Sunday, April 25th - 10pm Mass - Alumni
Chapel - Join us for Mass as we celebrate Birthdays for April & May - So-
cial to follow

“Gratia Plena—The Story of Mary,” Benefit Concert for Vincen-
tian Missions in Ethiopia - Wednesday, May 5th @ 7pm—Alumni
Chapel - a recital of sacred scripture & song give by Campus Minister
Kristina Schliesman. Free & open to the public. Donations collected for
Vincentian Mission in Jimma, Ethiopia. Pre-concert talk on Marian Devo-
tion in the Vincentian family given by Rev. Thomas McKenna, C.M.
Niagara University’s Chapter of The Invisible Children Campaign
will host a Dodge ball Tournament - May 6th 4pm-6pm - Kiernan Center -
Sign up by April 28th.

SUNDAY MASS ALUMNI CHAPEL
11:00am & 10:00pm

Daily MASS ALUMNI CHAPEL
Monday, Wednesday, Friday @ 12:15pm
Tuesday, Thursday @ 12:35pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Wednesday’s 5 - 5:30pm - Alumni Chapel

Join us for Mass - Everyone is always WELCOME!!




